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BACKGROUND

THE MAIN RESEARCH AIM:
The aim of the survey is to assess the fulfilment of the result indicator “The share of inhabitants of Valga and Valka 
considering Valga and Valka as a joint entity”

Target Group

Sample size

Method

Fieldwork

Terms used

Inhabitants of Valka and Valga, in the age 15 years and older

N=422 (212 inhabitants from Valga and 210 inhabitants form Valka), both samples were 
weighed according to the socio–demographic profile of Estonian (Valga) and Latvian (Valka) 
population

CATI (Computer - Assisted Telephone Interviewing) and CAPI (survey carried out by face–
to–face interviews) 

May 2021 – June 2021

If the indicator is statistically significantly higher than in the total sample (95%probability),
then it’s marked with blue outline and if the indicator is statistically lower then it’s marked
with red outline.
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Sample profile

100%All respondents (N=422)

50%

50%

Estonia (N=212)

Latvia (N=210)

Country

14%

30%

57%

15-29 (N=57)

30-49 (N=125)

50+ (N=240)

Age

52%

48%

Female (N=219)

Male (N=203)

Gender
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Summary
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Summary
Unity of Valga and Valka and visiting neighbouring town  

Unity of Valga and Valka

• Survey results show that 46% of inhabitants of Estonian Valga and Latvian Valka consider these towns a joint entity. 34% of inhabitants shared opinion that

Valga and Valka are rather grown together with some separate elements, while the highest rate, i.e. completely grown together, was given by 12% of

respondents.

• Latvia (mean 3.7) consider Valga and Valka to be more joined than Estonia (mean3.0)

• Estonia (5%) consider Valga and Valka to be separate towns compared to Latvia (0%)

• Age group 30-49 (30%) consider Valga and Valka rather two separate towns with some joint elements, while other groups consider them more joint

• Female (mean 3.5) consider slightly more Valga and Valka to be joined than Male (mean 3.2)

Visiting neighbouring town

• 47% of respondents visit the neighbouring town at least 1-2 times a week

• 4% have not visited neighbouring town in 5 years

• Latvians visit more frequently Valga than Estonians Valka, 30% of Latvians visit Valga almost every day, where 15% Estonians visit Valka almost every day

• There are statistically significantly more Estonians who say they have not visited Valka (6%) than there are Latvians who have not visited Valga (1%) in the

past 5 years

• Younger people (15-29) statistically significantly visit more neighbouring town than other age groups
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Summary
Suggestions of joint activities

Main suggestions for joint activities between two towns:

• 25% would like to have more joint events, like festivals, common town birthday celebrations, concerts

• 9% would like to have open boarders for Valka and Valga inhabitants

• 8% would like to have joint fairs and common market

Nationality

• Latvians consider more important joint events, cultural events, celebrations and festivals – 33%

• Estonians consider more important eased boarder crossing and boarder opening – 12%

Gender

• Men consider more important joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals (21%), also ease cross-boarder, open boarders (7%), joint transport

connection (7%)

• Women consider more important joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals (27%) also joint fairs and common market (11%) and eased cross-boarder,

open boarders (10%)

Age groups

• 15-29 year olds would like Joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals (39%). Ease cross-boarder, open boarders (14%), More joint sports activities

(9%)

• 30-49 year olds would like to have more joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals (28%), Ease cross-boarder, open boarders (8%) and joint fairs and

common market (7%)

• 50+ year olds would like to have more Joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals (19%), joint transport connection (8%) and joint fairs and common

market (8%)
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Results



8

Unity of Valga and Valka

Unity of Valga and Valka

Whole sample

• Survey results show that 46% of inhabitants of Estonian 
Valga and Latvian Valka consider these towns a joint 
entity. 34% of inhabitants shared opinion that Valga and 
Valka are rather grown together with some separate 
elements, while the highest rate, i.e. completely grown 
together, was given by 12% of respondents. 

• 52% consider Valga and Valka separate towns with some 
or quite many joint elements. 32% thought that Valga 
and Valka to have quite many joint elements, but there 
could be more and 20% consider Valga and Valka two 
separate towns with joint elements

• 3% consider Valka and Valga two separate towns

• Latvia (mean 3.7) consider Valga and Valka to be more 
joined than Estonia (mean3.0)

• Estonia (5%) consider Valga and Valka to be separate 
towns compared to Latvia (0%)

• Age group 30-49 (30%) consider Valga and Valka rather 
two separate towns with some joint elements, while other 
groups consider them more joint

• Female (mean 3.5) consider slightly more Valga and Valka 
to be  joined than Male (mean 3.2)

Mean

3.3

3.0

3.7

3.3

3.2

3.4

3.2

3.5
2.74%

2.46%

2.50%

2.40%

3.51%

0.00%

5.19%

2.61%

25.11%

14.29%

15.42%

29.60%

17.54%

11.90%

27.83%

19.91%

32.42%

31.53%

34.58%

27.20%

31.58%

26.67%

37.26%

31.99%

29.22%

38.42%

35.42%

28.80%

36.84%

43.33%

24.06%

33.65%

10.50%

13.30%

12.08%

12.00%

10.53%

18.10%

5.66%

11.85%

Female (N=219)

Male (N=203)

50+ (N=240)

30-49 (N=125)

15-29 (N=57)

Latvia (N=210)

Estonia (N=212)

All respondents (N=422)

Please assess on the scale 1-5, to what extent Valga and Valka towns are grown 
together by today
% of all respondents

Two completely independent towns Two rather independent towns with certain things in common

Quite many things are common but there could be more One rather integrated town with few separate things

One fully integrated town
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Neighbour country visiting frequency

Neighbour country visiting frequency

Whole sample

• 47% of respondents visit the neighbouring town 
at least 1-2 times a week

• 4% have not visited  neighbouring town in 5 
years

• Latvians visit more frequently Valga than 
Estonians Valka, 30% of Latvians visit Valga 
almost every day, where 15% Estonians visit 
Valka almost every day

• There are statistically significantly more 
Estonians who say they have not visited Valka 
(6%) than there are Latvians who have not 
visited Valga (1%) in the past 5 years 

• Younger people (15-29) statistically significantly 
visit more neighbouring town than other age 
groups

Mean

2.5

2.5

2.5

2.8

2.5

2.5

2.6

2.520.09%

24.63%

19.58%

21.60%

35.09%

30.00%

14.62%

22.27%

22.37%

27.59%

24.58%

25.60%

24.56%

27.62%

22.17%

24.88%

28.77%

24.14%

28.33%

28.00%

15.79%

23.33%

29.72%

26.54%

23.74%

21.18%

25.42%

19.20%

17.54%

17.62%

27.36%

22.51%

5.02%

2.46%

2.08%

5.60%

7.02%

1.43%

6.13%

3.79%

Female (N=219)

Male (N=203)

50+ (N=240)

30-49 (N=125)

15-29 (N=57)

Latvia (N=210)

Estonia (N=212)

All respondents
(N=422)

How often during the past 5 years have you visited the neighbouring town?
% of all respondents

Nearly every day 1-2 times a week Few times a month Few times a year Never
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Suggestions of joint activities

Suggestions of joint activities

Nationality

• 25% would like to have more joint events, like 
festivals, common town birthday celebrations, 
concerts

• 9% would like to have open boarders for Valka 
and Valga inhabitants

• 8% would like to have joint fairs and common 
market

• Latvians consider more important joint events, 
cultural events, celebrations and festivals – 33%

• Estonians consider more important boarder 
opening – 12%

4%

3%

3%

5%

3%

3%

7%

4%

33%

8%

5%

1%

1%

8%

11%

4%

12%

15%

3%

3%

2%

3%

6%

8%

6%

9%

25%

Hard to say

Do not know

Everything is already, all good

Joint medical care , hospitals

Joint transport connection

Joint fairs and common market

More joint sports activities

Ease cross-boarder, open boarders

Joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals

What could Valga and Valka do jointly in near future?
% of all respondents

All Estonia Latvia
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Suggestions of joint activities

Suggestions of joint activities

Gender

• Men consider most important:

• Joint events, cultural events celebrations, 
festivals (21%)

• Ease cross-boarder, open boarders (7%)

• Joint transport connection (7%)

• Women consider most important:

• Joint events, cultural events celebrations, 
festivals (27%)

• Joint fairs and common market (11%)

• Ease cross-boarder, open boarders (10%)

7%

5%

0%

4%

5%

5%

11%

10%

27%

4%

3%

3%

2%

7%

7%

3%

7%

21%

3%

3%

2%

3%

6%

6%

8%

9%

25%

Hard to say

Do not know

Everything is already, all good

Joint medical care , hospitals

Joint transport connection

More joint sports activities

Joint fairs and common market

Ease cross-boarder, open boarders

Joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals

What could Valga and Valka do jointly in near future?
% of all respondents

All Male Famale
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Suggestions of joint activities

Suggestions of joint activities

Gender

• 15-29 year olds would like:

• Joint events, cultural events celebrations, 
festivals (39%)

• Ease cross-boarder, open boarders (14%)

• More joint sports activities (9%)

• 30-49 year olds would like:

• Joint events, cultural events celebrations, 
festivals (28%)

• Ease cross-boarder, open boarders (8%)

• Joint fairs and common market (7%)

• 50+ year olds would like:

• Joint events, cultural events celebrations, 
festivals (19%)

• Joint transport connection (8%)

• Joint fairs and common market (8%) 5%

4%

3%

4%

8%

8%

6%

7%

19%

6%

7%

0%

1%

5%

7%

4%

8%

28%

5%

0%

0%

2%

0%

5%

9%

14%

39%

Hard to say

Do not know

Everything is already, all good

Joint medical care , hospitals

Joint transport connection

Joint fairs and common market

More joint sports activities

Ease cross-boarder, open boarders

Joint events, cultural events celebrations, festivals

What could Valga and Valka do jointly in near future?
% of all respondents

15-29 30-49% 50+
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Gateway&Partners

Thank you!


