
Survey for assessing the fulfilment of the 
result indicators of the Estonia–Latvia

Programme 2014–2020

December 2018



Background

THE MAIN RESEARCH AIM
The aim of the survey is to assess the fulfilment of the result indicator “The share of inhabitants of Valga
and Valka considering Valga and Valka as a joint entity”

Target group Inhabitants of Valka and Valga, in the age 15 years and older

Sample size N=400 (200 inhabitants from Valga and 200 inhabitants form Valka), both samples were 
weighed according to the socio–demographic profile of Estonian (Valga) and Latvian (Valka)
population

Method CATI (Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing) in Valga and CAPI (survey carried out by 
face–to–face interviews) in Valka

Fieldwork November – December 2018

Terms used If the indicator is statistically significantly higher than in the total sample (95% probability),
then it’ s marked with blue outline and if the indicator is statistically lower then it’s marked
with red outline.
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Summary
Unity of Valga and Valka and visiting neighbouring town

Unity of Valga and Valka

 Survey results show that 29% of inhabitants of Estonian Valga and Latvian Valka consider these towns a joint entity. 24% of inhabitants shared opinion that Valga and Valka are 
rather grown together with some separate elements, while the highest unity rate, i.e. completely grown together, was given by 5% of respondents.

 Estonians (mean 3.0) consider Valga and Valka to be more joined than Latvians (mean 2.7) 

 4 times more Latvians (16%) consider Valga and Valka to be two separate towns compared to Estonians (4%)

 No statistically significant differences between the opinions of age groups, except for elderly (70+) who consider Valga and Valka to be more completely grown together than in 
younger age groups

 There are no statistically significant differences between opinions of different genders

Visiting neighbouring town

 Majority of respondents (62%) visit the neighbouring town at least 1–2 times a week

 4% have not visited neighbouring town in 5 years

 Latvians visit more frequently Valga than do Estonians Valka, 21% of Estonians said they visit almost every day, but 34% of Latvians said they visit every day

 There are statistically significantly more Latvians who say they have not visited Valga (6%) than there are Estonians who have not visited Valka (1%) in the past 5 years

 Older people (70+) visit statistically significantly less of neighbouring town than younger people

Summary

 Although Latvians consider Valga and Valka to be more separate towns with some joint elements, they visit neighbouring town much more, than do Estonians, whose opinions 
about joined Valga and Valka is more positive

 Although older people (70+) visit neighbouring town significantly less, compared to younger age groups, they consider Valga and Valka to be more grown together
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Summary
Suggestions of joint activities

Main suggestions for joint activities between two towns:

 12% would join medical treatment options, do collective medicine (ex: ambulance, maternity hospital)

 11% would like joint transport connection between the towns

 11% would establish new workplaces, joint companies and develop business together

 11% wanted more cultural events, 7% said more events and 4% wanted sports events, to sum up 22% want joint events

Nationality

 Estonians considered more important transport connection (18%) and joint medical treatment options (15%) 

 Latvians considered more important to establish new workplaces and do business together (13%), also important was joint medical treatment (8%) and different 
events

Gender

 Men would rather see the establishment of new workplaces and develop business (11%), joint medical treatment options (10%) cultural events (9%), joint 
transport connection (9%)

 Women considered more important joint medical treatment options, collective medicine (14%), joint transport connection (14%), cultural events (12%) and 
establishment of new workplaces and develop business (10%)

Age groups

 Youngest group (15–29 year olds) would like more joint cultural events (20%) and joint transport connection (12%)

 30–49 year olds would like the establishment of new workplaces, develop business (14%), joint medical treatment options (10%) and joint cultural events (9%)

 50–69 year olds would like joint transport connection (18%), establishment of new workplaces, develop business (14%) and joint medical treatment options 
(13%)

 70+ year olds would like joint medical treatment options (20%) and more joint cultural events (10%)
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Unity of Valga and 
Valka

 Survey results show that 29% of inhabitants 
of Estonian Valga and Latvian Valka consider 
these towns a joint entity. 24% of inhabitants 
shared opinion that Valga and Valka are 
rather grown together with some separate 
elements, while the highest unity rate, i.e. 
completely grown together, was given by 5% 
of respondents.

 61% consider Valga and Valka separate towns
with some or quite many joint elements. 34% 
thought that Valga and Valka to have quite 
many joint elements, but there could be 
more and 27% consider Valga and Valka two 
separate towns with joint elements

 10% consider Valka and Valga two separate
towns

 Estonians (mean 3.0) consider Valga and 
Valka to be more joined than Latvians (mean 
2.7).

 4 times more Latvians (16%) consider Valga
and Valka to be separate towns compared to 
Estonians (4%)

 No statistically significant differences 
between the opinions of age groups, except 
for elderly (70+) who consider Valga and 
Valka to be more completely grown together 
than in younger age groups

 There are no statistically significant 
differences between gender opinions.
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today
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Two separate towns Rather two separate towns, but they have joint elements

Quite many joint elements, but there could be much more Rather grown together, but some separate elements too

Completely grown together
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Neighbour country 
visiting frequency

 Majority of respondents (62%) visit 
the neighbouring town at least 1–2 
times a week

 4% have not visited neighbouring 
town in 5 years

 Latvians visit more frequently 
Valga than do Estonians Valka, 21% 
of Estonians said they visit 
neighbouring town almost every 
day, 34% of Latvians said they visit 
every day

 There are statistically significantly 
more Latvians who say they have 
not visited Valga (6%) than there 
are Estonians who have not visited 
Valka (1%) in the past 5 years

 Older people (70+) visit statistically 
significantly less of neighbouring 
town than younger people
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How often during the past 5 years have you visited the neighbouring town?
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Suggestions of joint 
activities

 12% would join medical treatment 
options, do collective medicine (ex: 
ambulance, maternity hospital)

 11% would like joint transport 
connection between the towns

 11% would establish new workplaces, 
joint companies and develop business 
together

 11% wanted more cultural events, 7% 
said in general more events and 4% 
wanted sports events, to sum up, 22% 
want joint events

 Estonians considered more important 
transport connection (18%) and joint 
medical treatment options (15%)

 Latvians considered more important to 
establish new workplaces and do 
business together (13%), also very 
important was joint medical treatment 
(8%), and different events.

Nationality

Hard to say

Other

Strive to eliminate the language barrier

Make joint town center

Provide more information

Joint shopping center, trade points

Establish institution for studies (language), educational…

Develop projects

Upkeep the town clean

Unify tax policy

Spa

Establish cultural center, place for events

Continue in the same spirit

Joint fairs

Fix roads, housing

Organize joint activities for children

Cooperate more  develop relations, live friendly

More joint sports events, activities

Events

More joint cultural events

Establish new workplaces, joint companies, develop business

Joint transport connection

Joint medical treatment option, collective medicine…
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What could Valga and Valka do jointly in near future?
% of all respondents
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Suggestions of joint 
activities

 Men consider most important:
 Establishment of new 

workplaces, develop business 
(11%)

 Joint medical treatment 
options (10%)

 Cultural events (9%)

 Joint transport connection (8%)

 Women consider most 
important:

 Joint medical treatment 
options, collective medicine (ex 
ambulance, maternity hospital) 
(14%)

 Joint transport connection 
(14%)

 Cultural events (12%)

Gender
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Establish cultural center, place for events

Continue in the same spirit

Joint fairs

Fix roads, housing

Organize joint activities for children
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Suggestions of joint 
activities

 15–29 year olds would like:
 More joint cultural events (20%)

 Joint transport connection  (12%)

 Events (9%)

 30–49 year olds would like:
 Establish new workplaces, 

develop business (14%)

 Joint medical treatment options 
(10%)

 More joint cultural events (9%)

 50–69 year olds would like:
 Joint transport connection (18%)

 Establish new workplaces, 
develop business (14%)

 Joint medical treatment options, 
collective medicine (13%)

 70+ year olds would like:
 Joint medical treatment options, 

collective medicine (20%)

 More joint cultural events (10%)

Age groups

Hard to say

Other

Provide more information
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Strive to eliminate the language barrier
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Develop projects

Establish institution for studies (language), educational…
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